It was not so difficult to convince to my old friends and colleagues, Drs Imma Ferrer and E.M. Thurman, to edit a book on cannabis analysis. As soon as I was aware that they started to work on this plant I was sure that they would be able to organize the right team to compile a book on the different methods of analysis of cannabis and related chemicals and impurities. As most of the readers already know, during the last few years in US and Canadian conferences on analytical chemistry, i.e. ACS or ASMS sessions devoted to cannabis analysis were included in their programs. This is a consequence of the growing interest on this new commercial product in the United States and Canada that is being sold in shops as medicinal plant. In Europe, we are still far from its approval for commercialization and use as medicinal plant. With the exception of the Netherlands where cannabis derivatives have been sold in their coffee shops for more than 30 years. But the thing is that this Dutch tradition is related to the acceptance of cannabis as illicit drug by the people of the Netherlands.

The book that you have now in your hands contains 15 chapters. The first three chapters present general information on analytical methods of cannabis, pharmaceutical forms, impurities like residual pesticides and analysis of cannabis in plants and marijuana. The second group of chapters from 4 to 8 are devoted to gas chromatography--mass spectrometry (GC-MS) methods applied to cannabis analysis, including time-of-flight (TOF) applications. This is not a surprise since Imma and Mike did edit another book in this series on TOF and high-resolution methods. The last group of chapters, form 9 to 15 report liquid chromatography--mass spectrometry (LC-MS) applications for cannabis analysis. There are plenty of applications to determine the quality of cannabis. Among the list of compounds analyzed there are terpenes, phytocannabiods, pesticide residues and micotoxins. Analysis of cannabis in other matrices like chocolate and hemp oils is also reported. The last chapter of the book on wastewater-based epidemiology (WBE) needs attention because looks to cannabis analysis from a different point of view. WBE is a way to determine cannabis consumption either as prescribed or illicit drug in cities and uses LC-high resolution or tandem MS.

To this end, the book contains a comprehensive list of GC-MS and LC-MS methods to analyze cannabis and other chemicals and impurities in plants and related products. Most importantly, it is written by well-known researchers with great expertise on cannabis analysis. I would like to thank to all of them as well to both the editors working very hard under the Covid-19 outbreak in their Writers Cabin in Jamestown, Co.

That being said, I strongly believe that the book is timely and fits 100% the scope of CAC series. I am pretty sure that it will be of interest to many different types of readers, from expert analytical chemists who want to know more details on the quality control side of cannabis, to the newcomers and to the general public interested to search information on this very popular medicinal plant. It will be as well of great help in the near future to the analytical chemists of other parts of the world, like Europe or Asia, when cannabis will be allowed to be sold as medicine.
